
SAC meeting minutes 

4/2/19 

 

Attendees:  Christopher Spilker, Stephen Turk, Erin Dawkins, Marjorie    

                       Bresson, Mitchell Dawkins, Julie Kane, Julie Swanson 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:41 with a prayer led by Mr. Turk. 

Principal’s Report 

Calendar for next year has been determined for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Although it has not been officially released, here are some scheduled highlights: 

 The calendar contains two more days than the number of days required by 

the Archdiocese of Detroit. 

 Teachers first day will be August 16th, which included 3 days of Professional 

Development plus 30 additional hours.   

 The first day of school will be August 26th, which will be a full day.  

  October 31st will be a half-day, with an afternoon Professional 

Development for staff. 

 Parent teacher conferences will take place in November. 

 Christmas Break will be a full two weeks; school resumes on January 6th. 

 There will be no school on Monday, February 3rd (which happens to be the 

day after Superbowl Sunday). 

 Mid-winter Break will be a full week, scheduled for February 17th-24th. 

 Easter Break will begin on Holy Thursday; students return on April 20th.   

 Awards Ceremony will be May 27th. 

 School year will conclude with school on June 1, 2, 3 and ½ on June 4, which 

includes mass. 

SAC was elated to hear that Fr. Tony approved the request for a ½ time counselor 

for the 2019-2020 school year.  This has been an identified need by GA staff and 

well-supported by SAC for quite some time, so we are especially appreciative that 

this need will be addressed.  



GA is looking for ways to restructure and strengthen the academy, both spiritually 

and academically.  Ideas that are being discussed are: 

 Students having an increased presence during weekend masses, doing 

reading, cantoring, etc. 

 Placing a School Spotlight section in the Guardian church bulletin. 

 Developing pre/post assessments for each unit of study. 

 Instruction in keyboarding and study skills. 

 Offering “test prep” sessions beginning in 7th grade, to prepare students for 

the high school placement test.   

 Utilizing resources to explain meaning and implication of test scores. 

 Increasing student writing skills in grades 7 and 8, through the use of MLA 

(Modern Language Association) writing process, especially in the areas of 

English, Social Studies and Religion. 

 Block Scheduling for 6th and 7th grades, allowing for 90 minutes of Math and 

English. 

 Block Scheduling for 8th grade, allowing 90 minutes for English and Social 

Studies.   

 Grade level retreats in Brighton, where they have a ropes course, to help 

build comradery (tentatively scheduled for September 8th). 

 Fr. Solanus Casey retreat (tentatively scheduled for December 6-8). 

 Requiring formal science lab reports, to improve skills in this area prior to 

high school. 

 Development of curricular lead teachers positions in each academic area, to 

bring forth the most up-to-date instructional strategies, to help improve 

instruction by observing lessons and providing feedback (but not evaluating 

fellow staff members). 

 

Enrollment continues for the 2019-2020 school year.  Currently there are enough 

3-year-olds for two classes.  Two classes of 4-year-olds are likely as well, if 

enrollment trends continue as they have so far this year. 

 



Scan Tron test scores will be utilized by teachers to form push-in or small group 

tutoring, based on Math and ELA (English Language Arts) scores.  Teachers will 

work with these identified groups during their prep periods.   

 

Consider a Fall Open House/Back to School meeting to discuss some of the 

dynamic changes regarding curriculum (and concepts such as small group 

tutoring) that will be introduced for the 2019-2020 school year.   

 

8th grade trip to Washington, DC took place from 3 am Thursday (4/4) to midnight 

Sunday (4/7).   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Marjorie Bresson 


